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Foreword

People around the world are strongly feeling the need for alternative methods of
producing food as the negative effects of chemical use in present-day farming are being
increasingly understood and acknowledged. Among many different non-chemical alternative
methods, organic farming is one, recommended for being a sustainable form of agriculture
that utilizes simple techniques, with barely any harmful consequences to the environment
while reducing health risks to consumers. The authors have illustrated the concepts of organic
farming giving a brief outline of its history and described different practices which include
soil conservation and nutrient management as well as the preparation of organic manure and
compost. The readers will be able to detect, in the book, specific or individual aspects of
organic agriculture within broader and more general accounts. The readers will receive a
comprehensive overview and find deeper insights and thoughts on the prospects of organic
farming and its further evolution. Hence, this book might inspire the readers to continue
intensive research in organic agriculture.

The book has the distinguishing quality of providing comprehensive and concise
knowledge about various principles, cultivation practices, management, etc. under the organic
farming system. | am glad to forward this book, which is written in clear language based on
the ICAR syllabus (Fifth Dean’s Committee Report) and is filled with helpful details about
organic farming that researchers and students will find valuable to advance their knowledge.

| sincerely appreciate and applaud the authors Ms. Okram Ricky Devi, Dr. Nayanjyoti
Ojha, Mr. Bibek Laishram, and Dr. Kalyan Pathak, Department of Agronomy, Assam
Agricultural University, Jorhat for their commendable work. | also put in record that the title
of the book - "Organic Farming: Cultivating Sustainable Future" is a vivid expression of the
authors’ creative minds. | wish them good luck and hope they will continue to working in this
area with still more vigour and a sense of purpose. In conclusion, | hope the book does justice
to its imaginative and ambitious title and finds desired acceptance among the readers.
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Preface

Organic farming is relatively not a young but growing discipline acknowledging the
organic principles and practices that underlie this field. This book brings several
chapters of which concept, history, principles, management and certification are
covered. While it is well established that organic production systems represent different
healthy growing environments compared to conventional systems. The first section of
the book provides some illumination on this subject in its coverage of general topics of
organic farming. This book will be able to be read independently by those with any
agriculture/ horticulture/environmental background in crop production. With this book,
we seek to provide subject matter of interest to students, researchers and other
professionals from universities and institutes related to organic research seed
companies. It is our hope and expectation that this book will be relevant to organic
practices and methods that will facilitate the search for more sustainable farming

systems for the twenty-first century and beyond.

Okram Ricky Devi
Nayanjyoti Ojha
Bibek Laishram

Kalyan Pathak
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